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Jonathan Porretta is one of the most beloved dancers at Pacific Northwest Ballet. But his journey to

principal dancer wasn't easy. He grew up different: gay, lonely, and teased in a small New Jersey

town, following a dream that others couldn't understand. Award-winning arts journalist Marcie

Sillman chronicles the dancer's tale in a new, all-ages coffee table book called Out There: Jonathan

Porretta's Life in Dance. The book's message of "Be yourself and people will love you for who you

are" comes through clearly in Sillman's crisp, engaging prose. Family snapshots and exquisite

dance photography by Angela Sterling show key moments in Porretta's life thusfar. Out There is an

expanded version of a 2,000-word article Sillman published on KUOW.org in January 2016. In

addition to Sillman's 5,000-word essay, Out There includes a complete list of Porretta's lead roles

(plus 10 favorites highlighted with personal commentary by Porretta), a bibliography of articles about

Porretta, and a timeline.
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A great one sitting read with a message that will stay with you! A blend of words and illustration are

used to tell Mr. Porrettaâ€™s story making you feel like you are watching a documentary. Pausing

and transitioning at the right moments.Mr. Porretta wanted to convey a message to kids and adults

â€œabout life: how it can hurt to be differentâ€•, but here is another message that you will notice;

hard work really does pay off.



Great story, wonderful photos, well designed book. Have given 5 copies as gifts and recipients have

been delighted.
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